
2 MIN

8–10 MIN

T H E  B I G  I D E A

When I pay tithing, the Lord opens the windows of heaven, often with quiet blessings I
need to learn to notice.

You'll need: Paper and pens.

1 H O O K

Q U E S T I O N Has anything ever lasted way longer than it should have: shoes, a phone battery, a bottle of
shampoo? Go around.
Then: A sister told Elder Villanueva her five-gallon propane tank lasted so long it seemed like it would never run
out, and she saw it as a tender mercy for paying tithing. He remembered that the Lord told Israel their clothes and
shoes did not wear out during 40 years in the wilderness (Deuteronomy 29:5).

2 K E Y  T E A C H I N G S  F R O M  E L D E R  V I L L A N U E V A

1 A mother who trusted the promise
“Perhaps the change that required the greatest faith and sacrifice was to honorably pay a full tithe.”
— Elder Moisés Villanueva · exact words

F O R  A G E S  8 – 1 1 :  M A K E  I T  C O N C R E T E

Elder Villanueva’s family was baptized when he was 10.
His mother was raising eight children on her own and
money was very tight. She chose to trust the Lord’s
promise in Malachi 3:10 and pay a full tithe.

D E E P  C U T  ·  A G E S  1 2 – 1 6

The Lord taught that every blessing comes by obeying the
law it depends on (D&C 130:20–21), and He asked: “Who
am I, saith the Lord, that have promised and have not
fulfilled?” (D&C 58:31). Which promise of God are you
testing right now?

2 His way and His timing
“Sometimes we expect the Lord’s blessings to come the way we would wish, rather than in His own way and timing.”
— Elder Moisés Villanueva · exact words

F O R  A G E S  8 – 1 1 :  M A K E  I T  C O N C R E T E

A sister had always paid tithing, but she never got the
promotion or raise she’d hoped for, and her testimony
started to weaken. Elder Villanueva told her to look for a
different kind of blessing.

D E E P  C U T  ·  A G E S  1 2 – 1 6

He shared Elder David A. Bednar’s teaching that the
blessings of tithing are often significant but subtle, not
always what we expect, and easy to overlook. Why might
God choose subtle blessings over obvious ones?

3 Make a list of the subtle blessings
“I have developed the gift of gratitude by learning to appreciate the Lord’s hand in each of His tender mercies.”
— Elder Moisés Villanueva · exact words

F O R  A G E S  8 – 1 1 :  M A K E  I T  C O N C R E T E

The widow of Zarephath had only enough flour and oil for
one last meal, and she shared it with the prophet Elijah
first. Her barrel of flour and jar of oil never ran out (1 Kings
17:8–16).

D E E P  C U T  ·  A G E S  1 2 – 1 6

Elder Villanueva’s own list: steady work, good health, a
home preserved through hard times, the ability to get an
education, the gift of gratitude, and recognizing the Holy
Ghost in big decisions. He invited the discouraged sister to
write her own list. What would be on yours?
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2–3 MIN

3 MIN

2 MIN

1 MIN

1 MIN

3 I N T E R A C T I V E  M O M E N T

B L E S S I N G  H U N T Three minutes on a timer: as a family, list as many quiet blessings as you can (things that
lasted, help that came right on time, health, safety, good friends). Younger kids call them out; a teen writes.
Reveal: Count them. Then read his testimony: the Lord does open the windows of heaven, often in ways that are
easy to miss unless we look.

4 TA L K  A B O U T  I T

Y O U N G E R  ( 8 – 1 1 )

What’s a blessing you might have missed because it
was quiet or small?

O L D E R  ( 1 2 – 1 6 )

Have you ever felt like a promise from God wasn’t
working? What did you do with that feeling?

5 R E C A P :  T H E  K I D S  E X P L A I N  I T

Ask the kids to explain: What did Elder Villanueva’s mother do, and why was it hard? What did he tell the sister
who didn’t get her promotion? What did the widow of Zarephath do?
Listen for: Trust the promise. Blessings come His way and in His time. Subtle blessings are easy to overlook. Make a list.

6 T E S T I M O N Y  O F  J E S U S  C H R I S T

A parent shares one subtle blessing your family has received, and your witness that the Lord keeps His promises.

7 T H I S  W E E K ,  A S  A  F A M I LY

O N E  T H I N G  TO  D O This week, each person writes a list of subtle blessings, like Elder Villanueva did, and shares
one at dinner on Sunday.

Mon Tue Wed T hu Fr i Sat Sun

Scripture: Malachi 3:10; 1 Kings 17:8–16; Doctrine and Covenants 130:20–21  ·  Full talk: churchofjesuschrist.org/study/general-
conference/2026/10/53villanueva

The Christ Centered Home Project is an independent family resource. It is not official material of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and is not
produced or endorsed by the Church. Quotes are word for word from the official talk text at churchofjesuschrist.org; everything else is our own wording for
families. Optional cast for discussion: Pip (8), Nora (11), Theo (15), and Grandma Rose are our recurring CCHP family characters.
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